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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE “TREASURE” OF TEMPLARS

Abstract

After the capture of Jerusalem, soon, nine knights, led by Hugues de Payens, decided to
establish a military monastic order, the order of Knights Templars. In the beginning, the first aim
of the order was the defense of pilgrims, but later its functions became wider. Soon after the
establishment of the order, it became a tradition to grant Templars expensive gifts, king of
Jerusalem, patriarch and European nobles believed that the material support of the order was their
honorable responsibility. This support made possible for Templars to strengthen and enlarge their
number. The order also received many privileges from the Pope. After receiving many privileges
the order started to grow rich very soon. The order received wealth and properties all around
Europe and the Middle East. As a result, the knights started to carry out financial operations. In
the way of keeping money, Templars did gather their famous “treasure”, which is the main goal
for some treasure seekers till our days. So, the first function of the order was passive: it became
the main safe for Europe. Templars also managed the finances of some European monarchs. For
example, king of Sicily Charles of Anjou and king of Aragon James I delivered management of
their finances to Templars. Templars also managed finances of Pope Clement V. Along with
keeping of many individuals’ money and treasure, Templars did have their own finances without
any concrete assignment. So, along with management of others’ money Templars started to lend
debts, which also became a source of big income. Soon they were named “Bankers of the West”.
As many believe, the financial success of Templars became one of the reasons for their
annihilation.

On September 14™ of 1307, by order of Phillip IV, almost all Templars in France were
arrested. The process lasted for seven years and Templars were accused of many sins and crimes,
lots of them were burnt alive and in 1314, by order of the Pope, the order ceased to exist.

It must be mentioned that the legend about the “treasure” of Templars is still very popular
in our time. Despite all legends, it is clear that the “treasure” of Templars was their material
property and by destroying the order, the most influential noblemen and monarchs of Europe, as
well the pope did not appropriate any “sacral secret”, but got free from debts and started to carry
out new politics.

Keywords: History, Templars, Middle Ages, treasure, debt.

David Greaber wrote a monograph about debt and its importance for the world history and
development of humanity (Greaber 2011). In the first chapters, the author describes debt and represents
its definitions. After that David Greaber discusses the phenomenon of debt in the framework of history
and geography. Describing examples of Athens and Rome, the author connects the rise of European
Civilization to debt and money (Greaber 2011, 228). At the same time, he explains the fall of the Roman
Empire with financial crises, which lasted for about 400 years till the time when Europe established a new
financial system (Greaber 2011, 252). Discussing the financial systems of India, China and the Islamic
World in the Middle Ages, the author does not mention such an important factor as the financial
apparatus, created by the Order of Templars. In this article, I will try to briefly describe the financial
activities of Templars and the results.

On 15™ of July of 1099, on Friday, after a one-month-long siege, Crusaders fulfilled their oath
from the Council of Clermont and took the Holy City (Raymond of Aguileres 1921, 260; Gesta
Francorum 1921, 256; Kostic 2009, 120; Narimanishvili 2009, 59). In spite of the first success, lots of
problems appeared in front of them. First of all, they had to defend the conquered territories, what was
hard to make surrounded by enemies. After conquering Jerusalem many crusaders believed that their
mission was fulfilled and returned to Europe. So the newly established Latin Kingdoms fell in a situation
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of catastrophic shortage of human resources (Runciman 1995, 3; Asbridge 2012, 106). This situation was
aggravated by the defeat of the Crusade of 1101 (Runciman 1995, 29; Asbridge 2012, 107). In spite of
this, Crusaders maintained their lands and added several strategic points to previously conquered
territories. Though, Muslims, almost with impunity, plunder the lands around Jerusalem and kill and
enslave Christian pilgrims. Exactly for the defense of pilgrims and their safety, the Order of Templars
was established. Led by Hugues de Payens nine knights decided to establish a military monastic order
(Demurger 2008, 12). The Order of Temple, like other later military orders, united within itself ideals of
monk and knight. For that period this idea was unacceptable. In Christian society, the three-layered social
structure was established: one layer — fights, second one — prays and the third one — works (Demurder
2008, 15; Narimanishvili 2009, 4). All three layers were hierarchically extremely different. The
ecclesiastic layer was the highest one and monks were the top class of it (Demurger 2008, 15).

In the beginning, Knight Templars did not have their own church or living space, but in 1118, the
king of Jerusalem, Baldwin II granted them residence on the mount of Moriah for their pure service. The
knight monks settled in the mosque of al-Aqsa, which, as Crusades believe, was standing of the place of
Solomon’s Temple. From here comes their name “Knight of the Solomon’s Temple” or simply
“Templars” from the Latin word Temple (Addison 1842, 5).

Since this time it became a tradition to grant Templars expensive gifts, king of Jerusalem,
patriarch and European nobles believed that the material support of the Order was their honorable
responsibility. This support made possible for Templars to strengthen and enlarge their number (Addison
1842, 5; Newman 2008, 63-72). The order also received many privileges from the Pope (Omne Datum
Optimum; Melville 1999, 44-46).

After receiving many privileges the Order started to grow rich very soon. In spate that the order
received wealth and properties all around Europe and the Middle East, Templars established an excellent
management system of their belongings. The system was established on a strict hierarchy: castles obeyed
to commandries, commandries to provinces, provinces to chapter and all threads of power were in hands
of grandmaster (Melville 1999, 37). Along with establishing of the management system, Templars started
to unite the geographically separated lands into compact blocs. Sale and purchase, as well as an exchange,
made possible to enlarge their territories and get rid of unprofitable or separated lands (Demurger 2008,
156). Also, they were taking into account the peculiarities of each region and produced there the most
profitable products. For example, in Dijon, the order owned vineyards; in Larzak Templars direct their
attention to growing wheat and breeding of horses, oxen, and sheep. Sheep breeding took place also in
Champagne, Aragon, and England. In southern Italy, Templars owned orchards, vineyards and olive
gardens (Demurger 2008, 161-162).

Templars also collect different taxes from their lands. Along with the land tax, peasants did pay
to the order road taxes, taxes of conveyance and trade, as well as taxes for ovens, presses, and mills. In
the beginning, the order collected taxes in natural goods (wheat, barley, wine, cheese, etc.) but in the 12"
century they started to collect money and fixed taxes were established (Demurger 2008,162; Newman
2008, 235 - 238).

The order was also caring out all monastic activities. It used to be a shelter for people, as well as
for their properties. The god’s house was the safest place to keep expensive goods; it was believed to be
inviolable. Monasteries of the military orders enjoyed the biggest confidence. Especially “Houses” of
Paris, London, La Rochelle and other ones, which had high walls and were defended by a big number of
monks, seemed to be the safest ones.

Exactly in the way of keeping money Templars did gather their famous “treasure”, which is the
main goal for some treasure seekers till our days. So, the first function of the order was passive: it became
the main safe for Europe (Demurger 2008, 191-192).

The order was also keeping some amounts meant for different goals, which were postponed
because of one reason or another. Each item delivered to the order used to be kept in a chest and only the
head of the order’s treasury had keys of the chests. The chests could be opened only with the permission
of the owner. During the first crusade of Louis IX, Templars were carrying chests of many crusaders by
one of their ships, which was a real swimming bank.

Along with the keeping of many individuals’ money and treasure, Templars did have their own
finances without any concrete assignment. So, along with management of others’ money Templars started
to lend debts, which also became a source of big income (Demurger 2008, 193).

Even kings asked Templars for help. They could be private clients of the order, but most
important are official relations between Templars and monarchs.
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Before their journey to the Holy Land, some kings used to deliver state treasury to the order or
borrow money for the trip. For example, Henry II delivered the state treasury to the order and before his
journey to the Holy Land, Edward I borrowed 5000 Livres from Templars. During his exile from Rome
Pope Alexander III also borrowed huge amounts from Templars. This was the first step for Templars
towards the rule of state finances. In England, this happened only partly: Henry II delivered to Templars
just half of his treasury and kept another half at court (Demurger 2008, 239). Dislike this, the whole
treasury of France was kept in the Templars’ “House” of Paris since the middle of the 12" century. In
1190 before his crusade, Philip II issued the ordinance, which regulated the role of the kingdom during
his absence. The king ordered his officials to keep all collected taxes in Templars’ “House” of Paris. As it
seems, Templars managed the French treasury during the 13™ century (Newman 2008, 246). In spite of
this, in 1295, King Philip IV ordered to transfer the treasury form Templars’ “House” to Louvre, but in
1303 returned it to the order.

Templars also managed the finances of other monarchs. For example, king of Sicily Charles of
Anjou and king of Aragon James I delivered management of their finances to Templars. Templars also
managed the finances of Pope Clement V (Demurger 2008, 240).

The order secured its finances using three means: mortgage, interest, and penalties. In return for
the debt, the borrower used to deliver to Templars his property. In case, when Templars did not
participate in financial operations directly, they often were in the position of advisors or witnesses
(Demurger 2008, 195).

Commercial economy of Europe in that period was in a situation of deficiency of cash money,
which could be made up by fast turnover, but circulation was very slow. To solve this problem it was
required to avoid the transportation of money. So, some clients of Templar did borrow debt in Europe and
spend money in the East and vice versa. In spite of this, some corrections were required, because the
balance of payments, which depended on the balance of trade, was not corrected properly (Demurger
2008, 197). So, Templars did carry out the transportation of cash money for laymen as well as for clergy.

All the above-mentioned facts make clear that the order of Templars controlled a huge capital and
organized management of income and properties perfectly. Soon they were named “Bankers of the West”.
As many believe, financial success of Templars became one of the reasons for their annihilation.

On September 14™ of 1307, Phillip IV ordered to arrest all Templars in France (Melville 2000,
342). The process lasted for seven years and Templars were accused of many sins and crimes.

Royal officials and inquisitors used all methods to get confessions. Templars mostly confess
under terrible tortures, so investigators soon collected many shreds of evidence of their sins and crimes.
Those who confess were freed, but who did not, they were burnt alive. On March 18" 1314 the twenty-
third and the last grandmaster of Templars Jacques de Molay was burnt alive (Melville 2000, 383-384).
This was the end of two hundred year history of Templars. It is true that in some countries Templars were
acquitted and several of them escaped from France, but the order was abolished and they lost their glory
and influence forever. Survived knights continued their lives as general monks and financial operations
were transferred under the control of Italian bankers. There was no more need in legendary warriors, who
fought for God and the Holy Land.

It must be mentioned that the legend about the “treasure” of Templars is still very popular in our
time. I would like to pay special attention to one legend, which appeared at the end of the 20™ century and
is very popular on TV and books. It is connected to a small French village Rennes-le-Chateau and its
priest Berenger Sauniere. Society was interested in Berenger Sauniere and his “treasure” in the 70s of the
20™ century. Study of the priest’s life and his discovery was started by a BBC journalist Henry Lincoln
and in 1972, 1974 and 1979 he and his colleagues released three documentaries about him. These
documentaries became a base for a bestseller “The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail”, which was published
in 1982 by Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln. Authors of the book believe that
Berenger Sauniere discovered not a material treasure but a “spiritual” one, which was hidden by the
Templars (Baigent, Leigh, Lincoln 2007, 8). Basing on this hypothesis, in 2003 BBC released
documentary under the title “The Mystery of Rennes-le-Chateau” and in the same 2003, Dan Brown
issued his famous bestseller “The Da Vinci Code”, which was released as a movie in 2006.

Despite all legends, it is clear that the “treasure” of Templars was their material property and by
destroying the order the most influential noblemen and monarchs of Europe, as well the pope did not
appropriate any “sacral secret”, but got free from debts and started to carry out new politics.
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9439wsHg oo d99mbsgsero 899dwm dmg@ebs. 8545¢r0ms© oz mbdo MmMEgbl 39bsbgdo
3Jmbgs 25996900, wseHs300 G830 gMHYOL brMdswro dm3Yszwom s (3bgbgdol, botgdols
5 (35360l ImTgbgdom 0943bab 393909 gdo. 3B3MOL IMTgbgds slsgzg Fo9356d0, SEr0ambLs s
0bgemolido  3000bsMgmds. LsdbMgm 0GEHsw0sdo  Fo83w0gMhgdo dgds0gmdsL Jolgzbab,
Logo@E 9b939 396sbgdO s Bgmobbowrol bggdo 3Jmbwoom gsdgbgdwmwo (demypxe 2008, 161-162).

bgm  RBIOOM  GIOOGHMOM05DY 3909300 BOIBWMOILMYB0ED  Bsd3eogHgdo
Lbgoolobgs Lobol go@olisbogdl 00gdbgb. dofol asalobsol AsMs, awrgbgdo mMEYbL
bobgb sg3g FBOL FooEolsbogdL, GHZ0MMZOL F9IBOEZ0Ls S dsB®Fo 35FHMBOL
MREgdol  4o@oLobol, 9xMgm3g ©dgergdol, 36MHglbgdols s foldgzowgdol  gsdmyabgdol
23005LsboEIOL. 1930930039 MM 2oslvbsEIOL  JOMOMIEI©  BodmEoE Mo
36OM©MJBHJO0m 0090s (bmGdswo, JgMo, ©30bm, yzgmo s Ubg.), 0mdizs XII bom3zmbgdo
Bowbgws  ©oofgm  gosolioboadoll  BMErom  93MIBS @O IYHODES  FoolobsYdOL
g0gdbocmgdwwo msbbgodo (demypxe 2008, 162; Hroman 2008, 235-238).

™mO9bo  ghgm©s y3zges  BmbsblGMmOLmZolL  Toboliosmgdg  1ogdosbmdsl. ol ogm
053091535600 OHMYMOL 553056580LM30L, 1939 Jmbgdolmgzol. dz30MxsLo Bogmgdol dglsbobs
03000L LobbBg MLsBGMbM 50O 56 sOLYIMdS, MMIJEoE 3G0bE0380 bgudgmbgdems
0m3gdMEs.  Lsdbg®m  mMEIbgdol  JmbsbB®gdo 30 y43gwsby oo  bomdom
LoGRYIMOPBID. A5BLsZMMIOHGBO® 30, 356r10BOL, WMBPMBOL, s GMIgErol s bbgs “Lobergdo”
MMIWGIOE 3500 455369000 0ym go®mdgdmMGHYdwo s 30350 FgosMmomgdEo dgMol
d0g6  0ym  ©@OEWO0, Y39wsbso®o  LOFOHDBOLAD IBO3gMwo  Bsbs.  LHmGgo  sbg,
33068355979 mdoLs s Bol gbobzol botrx By ssaM™3gL 3od3¢0gMHgdds domo 3bmdowo
“296d0”, HMIgELE Bmao LIy 9dgdl. s8gbs MMmEIbol 306390 BobsblrMo rwbdisos
35L0MO 0gm: ol EsLBZ3EJML BgoBol Mmedo dmggzwobs (demypxe 2008, 191-192).

™mOHE9bo  sggg 0bsbogs  3mb3MgEMo  doBbgdolmzol  4ob3Mmzboe  MIbbgdL,
MHmdgems 499myggbgds Modg JoHgHBom 2os0Mm. MOEPIboLMZ0L gowoEgdmwo bgdoldogMo
Logobo 0b6sbgdms B30zMdo, HMIEIL ASBOMYOI0E MOPIBOL boBobols 2sdaql 3dmbos s dobo
2obLbs bmErmE 3935@MHMbOL MsbbAMdOL dgdmbggzsdo dgodergdmees. dobws mmgzo3zmL
3063900 X350OmLbmwo  WsdJHMdIOL EMML, FS33e0gMgdl ghHm-9Omo gqdom, M™IgEos
659300 93093 0563L HotrBMmogby, 39093dmbsm IM35¢0 ¥ I5MMULBOL b3ogMo.

3905 3960 306Mgdol doge Tglobobs oIEITWMo BMols s LBodoEMOLY,
G933wogMgdo  Frmdbb  Ls3MMEG  Bobsblgdl, GmAgwmsg  sMBsoMo  3MB3IGYGMEo
56036 gds 56 3Jmbos. 99gbs dgmeg TbsOL LsLaMygdM® MIBHYOOL ToMNZ30b,
™Moo  dMBIdMO35® 29930 3OHMEIBGMO  Zoengdol  As3gTsby, Mo dLY3) WOEO
899mbogargdob figs®me odao (Hemypxe 2008, 193).
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Q©O0EA35MM36900L oM@y  BobsBLMMO  IbTsMGBOLMZOL  BHod3ogMgdl 99539900
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LglbbwErMdES 3530 v¢gdLobdg I HMEILsE oL GMT0EIH 0gbs 45d9390eEro. gb 0ym 306390
Bodoxo 0domzah, GMI mMEbolmzgol Lobgwdfomm gobsbligdol odagmds 935w gdobsm.
0bgemolido gl Abmem bsfowmdmog gebbm®maogae: 39660 11-0 bsbobol dbmerme bsbggzsmo
23005B3s MmMEIBL, bmerm dgmeg Bsbggo®o Lobsbegdo s@mgzs (demypxe 2008, 239). 3ol
L530MOL30OME, LsFMIBYgMOL dogwo Lobgedfoxzm bsbobs xgd 30wg3 XII  Lomzmbols Fmo
bs6900@s6 BHodE0gMms 35Mm0BOL ,LobEdo 0bsbgdmes. 1190 §. x35MHMLbme sddMmdsd0
24003D03090509, gowodg I 533LEHMLTs  godmligs  MmMEMbbLo, MMIgebsg  bs
©59M930Mgd0bs Lobgwdfogml dsMmgzgermds dob sMymabol OML. dguqd dmbgeggdl
Q993545 439es  892MM30¢0  goolobso  3ed3woghms 35G0DBol “Boberdo” Bogdstgdobsm.
153565 OME, G9I3¢0gMHYO0 Logcmsbagmol bosbobsl dogaro XIII Lomzmbol gobdsgermdsdo
296599000696 (Hroman 2008, 246). dovbgosgo@ s3oLs 1295 gl gowodg @odaHds d63dsbs
Lobgedfogzm bsHobs &sdwoghms MHyH0IBE00L Wr3zMdo Jowsg@Esbom, mwdas 1303 §geob
30003 o330 gHgdm9b ©osdMMbo.

90309Mgd0  93MMm30L Lbgs 8mbotdgdol gobsblgdlog gobsygdwbgb. dsgowoms,
53060 130bsBLYdIO MOIBL Fo9BdMS LoEgoWool Fgx3g ToMew I 56573 S sGOAMbol 9539 boody |
305mb0s. (o330 gm9d0 s1939 39bs3g0bIb 3530 30dgb@ V-0l 530bsbldL (demypxe 2008, 240).

5308 gobsbBLMG  MLOFOHDHMYdL MmOHIbo YOO MBlzgymzs Lsdo  Lsdwowgdoo:
3005Mmm0,  30MmE96GJBdoms s XIMOTJO0m. 253900 Mobbol  Lsdogogmm 89350y
&90309MgdL 3930l Jmbgdsl 4o@ILEI0PS, MMIJEOE 5oL oMb ™dOL dgdmbggzsdo
™mOEY60L by 3MNMYOST0 MRJOMS.

OmEbsg  GH9I3wogMgdo  dmowm© S  009dbgb  dmbsforgmdsl  g3obsblydo
0390530900l 456bmGmE0gwgdsdo, obobo bdoMo  dMBY3gdol  sb  dmfdggdool Gl
05058m0b9b (demyp:xe 2008, 195).
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39603300005, MOl 3mB39bLsE0sE Bl LiMego dMbgom Tgodewgdms, MMFES GOMIIWSEOs
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094 L539FMHm BddEoblBY, XgO 56 ogm FmbobfimMmdsdo dmyzsbowo (Hemypxe 2008: 197).
509bs@  #Hod3woghms ™mmEIbo o063 LMW gds bowo GmEol  GHOMIBLEMOEHMGISL
GO 3 Logem 5939 LELYIWOIOHM 30OHMSMZOU.

b9 ddM0sb boms@ AbL, M Hod30gMms mMHEIbL MBIGTSBIMO 3530GHSWO
MMz, 990mLogargdols s Jmbgdol 49635030l Loddgl GHsd3eogMgdds dqLsbodbsgs
2359MM39L 530. 3500 35939 JPMEIM ,@EIBOZWGMNOL db30MYd0*. FSF3E0gMHms B0bIBLYIMO
96353905 bdoMs MmMHbol sMw)330L ghm-96M0 dobgbo dm3gsgom.

1307 fiemol 14 bgdBHgddghl Bowodg @sdsBds 3GMdsbs LogMobygodo dmmasfg y3zgws
B933wogmol ©s3s@odMgds (Menseuns 2000, 342). 3GmEgbo asaMdge@s 930@ Fgaroffol.
9830 gMgdl 365350 bsdsmdo 9EIdMEIM dMIWO.
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