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Abstract

Anatolia, the Balkan Peninsula, and the surrounding territory have been a place where people
of Hittite, Urartu, Lydians, Armenians, Luwians, ancient Georgian tribes, left cultural diversity,
various linguistic, and political trail for centuries. With the rise of Greek colonization, a
Hellenization of local toponyms had begun, lasting for two thousand years. When Turkmenian
tribes populated these territories and during the whole ruling period of the Ottoman Empire the
Turkization of local toponyms seemed like a natural issue, rather than political matter. First, the
process was based on phonetical similarities: “Speri” — was renamed to Ispir, “Sparta” — Isparta,
etc. The most well-known example is Istanbul. The “stinpoli” which means “in the city”, the
Turkish people perceived as “Istanbul”.

The situation had been dramatically changed by the beginning of the 20" century. Ittihadist
people were changing toponyms, spreading nationalistic policy; that matched the Balkan Wars
period. During the First World War, the process was being accelerated, the Turkish nationalists
targeted to rename every geographical name — cities, lowlands, mountains, forests... From the
beginning of the Republic period up to nowadays, every non-Turkish name is still being changed
on Turkish territory.

According to the international treaty of Lausanne, non-muslims (Greeks, Armenians...) were
recognized as an ethnic minority. But the resentment against Greeks and Armenians made the
Government to turn ire on non-Turkish origin Muslim population (Kurds, Georgians, Lazs).
Hence Kurdish and Kartvelian toponyms were changed. For this purpose “The Name Change
Council” was established in the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

During the entire existence of The Ottoman Empire the nowaday Samsun region, known as
Chaneti (originally Georgian name) was called Janic/Janit/Janeti. Lazistan region suffered the
same fate. It was totally abolished and the districts of Rize and Artvin have been formed there
instead. That caused the riot of Lazs, suppressed by the Turkish government. Since then
historically Georgian toponyms were being systematically changed to Turkish namings.
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As is known Anatolia, the Balkan Peninsula and the nearby areas have been the cradle of various
linguistic, cultural and political system unions for centuries that left a sensitive trail (people of Hittite,
Urartu, Lydians, Luwians, ancient Georgian tribes, etc.).

The Hellenization of local toponyms began with the onset of Greek colonization lasting about
2000 years. More intensively this process has been taking place during the reign of Alexander the Great
and Hellenistic kingdoms. The same process was held by the invasion of Seljuks and the formation of
Turkmenian political units. The Sultanate of Rum (Sultanate of Iconium) is particularly noteworthy. In
public places, it was banned to speak other languages except Turkish. As a result, the Greek Orthodox
Church had to translate the New Testament (using the Greek alphabet) and conduct the liturgy and
preaching in Turkic. Because of this autochthonous Christian populations of different origin gradually
had lost their language. Those who stayed Christians consider themselves as Greeks, but those who
converted to Islam saw themselves as Turks. Their Christian descendants are called Karamanlis, (the
majority of the population live in Greece and Turkey). It is worth mentioning that Greeks of Tsalka and
most of Meskhetian Turks are considered to be Georgian inhabitants of Spare, Basiani, Meskhet-
Javakheti and partly of Lazet-Chaneti (historical Georgian territories).
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At the very beginning, the Ottoman Empire didn't consider this matter to be a rigorous one,
because it regarded itself as a successor to the Byzantine Empire. Therefore during all this time until the
beginning of the 20" century, the toponym change has been regarded as a natural issue rather than a
political matter. First, the process was based on phonetical similarities. The most well-known example is
Istanbul. The “stinpoli” which means “in the city”, the Turkish people perceived as “Istanbul”. The Greek
city “Smyrna” was renamed to Izmir. “Adrianopolis” — as Edirne, etc. Toponyms were often translated.
E.g. “Argiropolis” (silver city) was translated as Gilimiishane (same meaning); “Sebastia” — Sivas,
“Caesarea” — Kayseri, “Nicaea” — Iznik, “Ikonia” — Konya, “Brusa” — Bursa, “Speri” — Ispir, “Riza
(Rizaeon)” — Rize, “Maradid” — Muratl... etc.

The situation changed dramatically at the beginning of the 20™ century. In 2003 Murat Koralturk
an Associate professor of Marmara University established an article in the “Toplumsal Tarih” journal
with the headline “Nationalistic Reflex: Turkization of Toponyms” (Koraltiirk 2003, 98-99), and it
provided a lot of feedback and criticism by nationalist groups of scientists. Basically, we base on material
from an article due to inaccessibility to Turkish archives.

Ittihadist people were changing toponyms; it was their policy of settlement that matched the
Balkan Wars period. During the First World War, the process began to accelerate, every geographical
place — cities, lowlands, mountains, and forests have been being renamed (Toprak 1995, 60-63; Koraltiirk
2003, 98; Diindar 2001, 81-84).

At the beginning of the 19" century, Turkish nationalism starts its implementation as
Ottomanism. In 1908, as a result of the takeover, Ittihadists who were expressing Turkish nationalism
took State power. Turkish nationalism was influenced by Greek and Balkanian Slavic peoples’
nationalism (Yerasimos 1995, 18-19).

In January 1916, Enver Pasha ordered to rename all Armenian, Greek, Bulgarian (non-muslim)
districts, regions, cities, villages, mountains, and rivers to Turkish-based names. But the execution of
order had to be canceled to avoid confusion during the war. But in that short period, lots of toponyms
were changed (Yiiksel 2002, 19-37).

In 1921, the member of Turkish parliament Besim Atalay Bey from Kyutahya introduced the bill
stating to change non-Turkish origin toponym names (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100).

Another member of parliament from Gaziantep required the changing name of Greek castle
Rumkale for Halfeti (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100). That draft law was considered on 2 July 1921.
Yasin Bey stated that “An ancient Turkish land so-called “Greek citadel” is not inhabited by Greeks. The
land was taken from Greeks a long time ago and then what?... I don't want to leave our conscience,
existence, and future to be called with the name of those who attacked us like dogs... I require to change
that Greek name right now! ” (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100).

In spite of the fact that his speech sounded angry and agitative, he demanded to implement the
bill but it was canceled. Then he sent a request to the head of the office of parliament — Ata Bey asking
grounds for refusal. An answer was declared on 17 of August 1922 in parliamentary session: “a large
number of places should be renamed only until the end of hostilities” (TBMMZC, Devre-1, 22, 243).
Nevertheless, at the same time legislators were attempting to change toponyms. E.g Yozgat was renamed
to Bozok. But that case, as well as other name-changing examples, have caused many problems with
creating land-surveying documentation.

Hence the government has made two statements (BCA, Yer Ne 21.65.12; BCA, Yer Ne 15.115.69)
where Yozgat was mentioned as Bozok. But again, to avoid some problems related to its name change
government made a bill dated 1927, which returned Yozgat’s previous name (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 15,
234; TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 16, 55; TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 28, 142; TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 33, 681). In
1925, Kirshehir (Kirsehir) was about to change its name for Gulshehir (Giilsehir) but the parliament of
Turkey refused to adopt that project (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 18, 326). Meanwhile, the new draft was
being considered to change all non-Turkish naming for places all over the territory of Turkey.
(TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 15, 64). This fact was connected to the confusion of postal service when a post
from abroad was being sent to an Istanbul, an address was indicated under an old manner —
Constantinopole. That caused the outburst of nationalism (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 5, 524; Koraltiirk,
2003, 99).

The most acute debates about changing toponyms took place in 1924 for renaming Kirkilise
(Kirkkilise — forty churches) to Kirklareli (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 11, 190-1939). It turned out that
instead of following the nationalistic suggestions proposed by some deputies, the government was going
to make a concrete plan of renaming toponyms and follow it. Accordingly, the head of the office of



Free University Journal of Asian Studies T. BATSASHI

parliament Rejef Bey declared to the deputies: “Many toponyms have to be redesignated, although if we
start altering them in a short period it will cause confusion in mail services, public registry, and numerous
other procedures. Therefore the Chancery of the parliament appealed to its members to rename vilayets,
big cities, and district centers first of all. Provinces, villages, small towns, and other toponyms should be
renamed only afterwards” (Koraltiirk 2003, 99). At first sight, the government was trying to console
parliament members but at the same time, intentional and intensive changes of toponyms were clearly in
evidence. On 28 October 1922, according to one of the documents, names of provinces covered in regions
of Syon, Konya, Izmit, Lazistan, Isparta had nothing in common with Turkish and Ottoman namings,
therefore, they all had to be promptly renamed (BCA, 13.113.58). Accordingly, Canli district (Nahiye) of
Ayancik region in Sinope area (Kaza) was renamed to Osmanli; Ayadon district to — Tiirkeli, Davgan
district of Bayshehir region in Konya area was renamed to Doganbey; Ermishe district in Izmit to —
Budaklar, Makriali district in Hopa region in Lazistan area renamed to — Kemalpasa, Aghros district of
Isparta region — to Atabay, Pavlus district to — Cebel...

Prime Minister’s office received a document dated 14 January 1924 from the Ministry of Internal
Affairs which referred to changing names that have nothing in common with Turkish namings in Synope
region (BCA, 2.9.17).

All non-Turkish naming districts of Edirne center were changed according to Government decree
dated 12 February 1925: Iskarletoghlu — to Lalashahinpasha, Aya Istarat — to Dogan, Aya Yorgi — to
Hasil Bey, Aya Yani — to Isapaki, Aya Istapanos — to Midhat Pasa, Aya Nikola — to Hajibetrettin, Papa
Kachanos — to Mimarsinan, Panagia — to Dilaverbey, Papazoglu — to Kadripasa, Feristos — to Yalishipaki,
Mikhalkoch — Malkogbey, Karapolit — to Yakuppasha, Madanoglu — to Talatpasha, Tujjar Napoiat —
Devleti Islam... (BCA, 10.5.16). According to regulation dated 14 February 1925, Khachin district in
Kosan region, destroyed by Armenians was also renamed to Saimbeyli, a member of the national
liberation war.

According to the international treaty of Lausanne, non-Muslim people (Greeks, Armenians...) on
the territory of Turkey were recognized as an ethnic minority. But the resentment against Greeks and
Armenians made the Government to turn ire and revenge on Muslim but non-Turk population like Kurds
and Georgians (Lazs). Hence Kurdish and Kartvelian toponyms changed. For this purpose “The Name
Change Council” was established in the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Tan 1984, 279-283).

Throughout the entire life of the Ottoman Empire, the area of Samsun was called
Janic/Janit/Janeti. The original name of this territory was Georgian — Chaneti (Karadeniz 1969, 11).
Lazistan region suffered the same fate. It was totally abolished and the districts of Rize and Artvin have
been formed there instead. It happened in 1927 that caused the riot of Lazs, brutally suppressed by the
Turkish government. Since then historically Georgian toponyms were being systematically changed to
Turkish namings.

This process started with Ittihadists during the Balkan Wars and WWI and lasted intensively
during the national liberation war and continues nowadays (Akhalaia 2015, Aksamaz 2000, 48-52).
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0RO s, Loghmm, Mo dMberodo gMgdol 9bmgzgsbo gowogmgdol, Lsbxsggdol,
Ms0mbmo 396@GM7d0L, bLmRErgdol, dJmNgdol s FEobstggdol Lobgwfmwgdgdo mweJmeo
960l Lsg3dzgabg Mbs JgE3wrooym. dsesd 58 dMIsbgdOlL Tglitrmwmgds 1916 §. 15 0z3bolol
250050939GH0wgdom 99690 gdvem 0dbs Moms Mol Agergermdsdo SMIMEMdL S 3oIRJOMHMBSL
0(1393005. 353050 59 Im3eng 396H0MEAoE 30 w959M930 Gm3mbodo 0dbs dgagwrowo (Yiiksel 2002,
19-37).

1921 9ol 09Mdgorol 3s6esdgb@ob §o3Mas J0ms300sb dgLoa smsso dg0'ds OE
96m3zbme 3090530 (Agxeroldo) 8go@sbs 3sbmb 3Mmgd@o, MmIgwdog dmombmgs: “s6o
0edmwo (MEbm) GHm3mbodozol dg33wsl (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100). 25%osboggol
3oOodnb@oMds 30 49B0sbmgxnol oz’ (Lobxsgol) dqdeygbermdsdo dymuo G+yddserg’s
(096dbmwo, BOBBEGHoMMO (0bg — Rumkale) ULobgwfimogds 3serggmo’e (Halfeti) 8gi33ars
dmombmgs (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100). 59 30m9d@gdol asbbogrgs dgys 1921 §. 2 ogeroll,
Looi 00bob dgo ™30l §oboogdsl d9dgao Lo@yzgdom 0Es3s: “doMdzger MwGJmen
dofobyg 9MLYdME 399456530, LoEsE SOE gOHMO ¥9MAgho 56 sMOL ,d9MHABMEo 30by* Mhmegl.
5306 @OMDBY 89HA6JBOLLAD 930w m...09609 G357 gL hggbl b5TmUL, h3gbl sOLYOMBL, B3z9bL
9353500l o0 gd0300m dgdmbgre S1goo gMol Lobgeo MMT sGIOML 56 Jobs... 59 d9Mdbmmo
Lobgarol sberogg 8933wl dmgombmg® (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 11, 100). dovgbgsgs 0dobs, Gma
090 50390995 S LOBdMEBOM FmombmgEs 53 35bMbol Jowgdsl, dobo 356mb3Hmgd@o 396
24930095. 35906 396 AomaBogbs foMowrmdomo dgz0mbgs 58 3MmgdEol dglobgd 3o6ensdgb@ol
3963gotool 3539l sms 8go’l, GOl Jsbbo Fogombmer odbs 1922 §. 17 s330LEHM™L
300Mdgb@oL  Lbmdabg. 3sLwgbdo bBomgdgzsdo oym 090gao:  “doqrosb 8930  sy0Eol
Lobgefmgds Gqlozargaos, o8 53oL golobmM3090ws© b 39 MM LTG0
00990900l sdmagmgdsl” (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 22, 243). 5006 309bgoozs0
396mb3gdad0, 59539 O™, 35063 sbgMbgdbgb s (33¢00bg6 FHM3MB0To3sL. Togooms,
0mbBao’L (Yozgat) mhmogl dmBmJ o (Bozok). Tog@sd 5356 o bmyds Ubgs 89dmbggzgdds,
1535oLEGHMM s bbgs ©M39dg6@Gs300L d9agbolsl, oo 3MHMdEgdgdo AsdMof30s. sdoEMa
000530000 MM EAIb0Egds godmbigs (BCA, Yer Ne 21.65.12; BCA, Yer Ne 15.115.69) Looog
00bBPo’0  dMHBMJ s MOl ASBHIMJIMo. FogMsd, oLy @s 0bYgz, SFoL godm Fgddbocro
3MMd9d900L 05306 530@gdol JoBbom 1927 o, sbowo 356mb 3Gmgd@Eol fompgboom,
00BN YB¥Mbgl Mogobo dggwo Labgwo (TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 15, 234; TBMMZC, Devre-
1, c. 16, 55; TBMMZC, Devre-1, c. 28, 142; TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 33, 681). 1925 {jgel Joenogd
Jo®dg3omol (Kirsehir) Lobgaro gomadndmo’e (Gililsehir) ¢bs 999335000, Fo®50 g 3GMmgdEHo
dgxobds o6 doomm (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 18, 326). 33ws3 59539 396G0m©do mwtdgomols
3o6Osdnb@do 09305 sboo  39bmb  3Mmgd@o, MHmIgwoi 0m3zseolfjobgds mmeJgmols
AIO0GHMOM05BY g39es M5 YO0 SEPO0WLIbYgdol  dgE3esl Mmoo (TBMMZC,
Devre-2, c. 15, 64). 530L ULsdsdO 0gm ob MMI LsbO3MYMINOEL Tgambryeo LogmbiEm
abogbogdol  ¢dgBHglmdsdo olmsbdol bogaws© 0ym d39egdMI©  B0OMYINICO
30BLEGBEHbM3M0o, Ms353 godmofjzos ,bsgombsol@mmo Mggwgdbo® (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c.
5, 524; Koraltiirk, 2003, 99).

A™30mbodozol 89330l Lozombol asm8gdm y3zgmobyg 3botg 3o8smgdo goodstms 1924
Dol Jodddowolgb  (Kirkkilise-m®3mgo  93agbos) Lobgarol  JoMdwstgaro’e  (Kirklareli)
39330l 95dm (TBMMZC, Devre-2, c. 11, 190-1939). 53 30050093096 4506335, Om3 (393900
©9399GHOGHOL  bo30mbosolEmG—-medoldwo [obsowgdgdol bogaws©, dmsgzmmdal bs
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dmgdbogdobs 3mb3MgEHMwo 39335 ©s 9dmgdgs ol bsEMAzgEDY. 5FobMb S353d06HgdOM
dgxobolb 3963gea®mool 353399 Mgx gy 090'ds J0dsMms 35Mesdgb@otmadl: “dosgr0sb oo
50Mg6MmdoL  BHMm3mbodogss FgLozegwo®s, mv b396 ghmmmEs dm3wg  OMdo
89333wom dom, gl godmofi393L BMLEGHOL FMALobwEgdOL, Loxs®m MgalG®mOL s 189300 Lbgs
9mg0990900L 5MmgMEMBSL. $d0@™I dgxolol 3963391605 MBM3bom J0ToMmmogl dgx ool
$936090L Momo X9 3059 gOOL, OO Jogsdgdol s Gs0Mmbmwo 396¢MgdOL bobgargdo
Bywbgws 9933339 mm s Fbemerm 3ol 989y ©IdJOOL, Lmxgdol ©s bbgs GHm3mbodogs”
(Koraltiirk 2003, 99). 300536005, §O0 89b9wgd0m, 5HYbsdgds gxwobol §agz™gol, dogsd
90DobsLOb s s 153dsmE LEMSxkO Ggddom saMdgegdEs GHMm3mbodozol dg3gwsl. 1922 .
28 mgd@BHmadmol gm0 ©m3mdgb@ol dobggom Lobmaol, 3mbosl, 0BTomol, wsboliEsbol s
0L3oMGHIL  Lobxoggddo gdogocro  OLEbEIGdIBOL  LobgEfimEadgdl  SMexkgMo  Loghomm 56
2459BB0sm MMIJMdS @O ML MBILMD, 5T0EHMI LbfiMogMmE Mbos 9035w mL Bsmo Lobgugdo
(BCA, 13.113.58). 5dob dobgz00 Lobm3ol Lobyxsgdo dgdegowo s056x0dol medol (Kaza)
Boberol ®oombo (nahiye) goo3900s MmbIdsbero’em (Osmanli), 5056Mbol Msombo MmMEJgeo’ ™
(Tiirkeli), 3mbool Lobxoyol 8g0dgd3ocmol merddo dqdegoeo 350l Msombo mEsbdgo’m
(Doganbey), 0®Bdomol gHdodgh Gsombo dsdwo®o’e (Budaklar), sbol@obol Lobyxsgol
bmgol merddo 99953500 853005¢00l Go0mbo Jgdowrnsds’© (Kemalpasa), obgo@msl Lobysydo
3@MMLOL M50MbBO sMds0’M (Atabay), 353l Ms0mbo xgdgwo’m (Cebel) dg3goegl...

1924 §. 14 0563600L ©M379963HTo, GMIgEos oybogbowo ogm Gobogob Loddgomo
L53obolEBHMMEB  3Mgdoge  TobobGHMOL  3963EIWsM0s80, 365305  Lobm3ol  Lsbxsgols
Q3LObEgdEo  3MbdEBHgdoL Lobgargdol 933D, MMIgdLsE 0MJMdSLMSD  sMsbsoMo
dgbgds o6 odzom (BCA, 2.9.17). 1925 §. 12 0gdgh3mom @osmsmongdwwo  30s3mmdol
5960w qd0m 9EoMBIL 30¢s0gm0l 3gbGH®A0 sOLYdWMWO sMgMHMZ6EO (5MemYMImEo)
LobgEgdol 5@9Mgdge 1d6gdL Lobgegdo F999(335¢gL: OLJIMHEIPMEOWLI—o5T30b6¢358s; 500
OLMIMINO—MED; 505 0MMHAO0-35L0E BYO; 505 0360—0LORSJ0; 505 OLMOGIBMI—-B03s00 Gods;—
905 603m@o—35x%0090M9MM06; 3535 39h5BML-T0ToMLOBIB; 3565400—0WO39MBY0; 3535BMmOeEnw)—
Jo0M0x505;  BIMOLEHML-05w0doxs30;  Fobo3MB-Todmbdgo;  39M93ME0G—053BB5TY;
05009bMOE—moomMRB5Ts; MR XM Bo3mosB—gzegmo obsd... (BCA, 10.5.16). 1925 §. 14
do0bol sAgbogdom, Lemdbgdol dogh IBAMIMWO, JmBBOL g30wWws0gmol bsBobol mendl
Lobgero 89933509l @ 9MM3bme AsTomegobBEgdger dMIMEsdo dmbsflowrg Losod dgob
LobgEo s9MJ3qL-ls0ddgoo-Saimbeyli (BCA, Ne 13.21.7).

@bBsbol  LsgPMSIMOOLem  bgwdg3margdol  mobsbdos  Mdgmds  mszoL
AIO0GHMM05Dg  bo30Mmbo®  MI306MHgLMdYds©  3bm  Fbmwmp My FMLerodo  boswbgdo
(096dbgd0, LemIbgdO...). FogMsd Foo F0ToM F0TsMMIEPO dGIBO s FMOHOLA0GdOL HMHIBMdS
01036, Topa™sd 5Ms MO0 FoHdmdmdOL bobgdbgs 293MEI©s, 30639 Moddo
JOmgdLbs s @sHgdby (Koraltiirk 2003, 99). sdo0@Hmd JmOomwo ©s  Jomngzgerwy®o
A™3mb0d0353 99(335¢gl. 5dobm30L F0bsgsb Loddgoms bydobolE®mmdo dgoddbs gobliszmmMgdmeo
»Bobgols 8g33¢0lL B3gEosEwolmms bsddm™ (Tan 1984, 279-283).

mbdsgrgool  0d3gHool  doger  3gMomdo  EEI3sbgo  Lsdlwbol  gowrsogmo
offmEgdmEs  x9B0Jol/xsbomol/xsbgmol  Lobxoys 9By 8BGO Mo30L  obGMMome
JoOmme Lobgeli-Fobgoml (Karadeniz 1969, 11). 0303999®0 9§30 @sBobGobol Lobyogl. ol
LogOOM® o9Jdgh s Fob boggars 99ddbgl OB s SGMZ0boL Fowsgmgdo. gl dmbgoo
1927 §., ®obog 0myzs obms sxsbyqds, GHMIgErog MwMJgmol dmegdmmdsd LolEogs® Bosbdm.
500 8900099 39305BMmT0gMe© ©s0fiym olEHMOHOMWo JoMmM3gw OO GHM3mbodogol dgsgzars
0O JMEom.

b 36HmEgLo, HMIGEoE 0WMObIEOLEJdOL B0ge dowsbgmol s doMm3zgwo Jbmawrom
®mdob  @OML, ogm  ©HYgdo,  NBOM  0bGHIbLoMEE  FoaMdgmEs  9eM3bo
29050030Lvdgdgo mTol 39MHom©ToE s 0dE0bsMIMBL OILSE.
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